
Stay Alert

Moving Forward

Stay Alert

Moving Forward

So the government says we can return

to our churches for worship, but, as it

said on the news last night : “with no

singing!” Actually the reality is far more

complicated than that. It’s not just no

singing. It’s limited numbers, social

distancing, registers of those present,

screens for the preacher, deep

cleaning, detailed risk assessments,

regulations for doing communion, no

refreshments, entrance and entry

limitations, people who have been

advised to shield staying away. And

more besides. Church councils will

also need to be consulted before

anything can be put in place. That

consulting and planning will happen

over the next few weeks. 

But there is much more to re-opening

than just putting everything back in

place.  I have been saying for some

time, “stay alert to God”. I have been

inviting you to share your thoughts

with me about what God might saying

to us, the Methodist Church here in

Salford.  I would like to share with you

some thoughts I have on this matter.

Rather than just put back everything

as it was before, I want everyone to be

thinking about what a new beginning

might mean for their church. We all

need to ask the questions, how can we

as churches use our building most

effectivey for the purposes of God’s

mission (the only reason we actually

exist!) and what has this time of

lockdown taught us?

I would like you to think about and talk

about the questions outlined on this

sheet. You can talk to friends on the

phone or by other means. We will also

be offering some opportunities to

meet on ”Zoom”, which you can do via

your internet connection, or via the

telephone. See the back page for

information on this. 

Some of the ideas suggested may be

things you know your church has

already been doing. Some things may

really excite you with new possibilities.

Some things may seem impossibly

difficult. Whatever you feel, be honest,

and let the leadership of the Circuit

know your thoughts. 

Rev Clare Stainsby (Superintendent)



Can each of our churches take steps towards becoming an eco-church? This

may not be at all difficult. Some of the things required to take on that title we

are already doing, and others will be easy to do. Further information to follow!

What will our worship look like in the coming months? When will it happen?

Who will it be for? What may have changed here since the start of the

pandemic? What aspects of our time in lockdown need to be part of our

answer to these questions? How can our church life include one regular act

of worship that can involve all who want to praise and worship God?

Let's begin with the four headings of our calling:

Worship, Learning and Caring, Service and Evangelism. 

and then think about a few additional thoughts

Worship

Can the life of each of our churches include one activity that encourages the

people of the church to grow in their faith? How can we build upon the good

work of caring that has gone on during the months of lockdown?

Learning and Caring

Can the life of each of our churches include at least one activity which offers

a service to our community? We need to remember to support the needs of

the poor, and to speak out for justice. How are best placed to do this?

Service

Can the life of each of our churches include at least one activity aimed at

encouraging new christians in their first steps of faith?

Evangelism

In this time of lockdown, we have seen the planet recover to some extent from

the constant damage we humans subject it to. Issues of climate change have

not gone away, and we need to consider how we might play our part in helping

with this. To this end:



Can each of our churches be fully-inclusive communities, where everyone is

welcome? How can we take action to ensure that this is not only how we see

ourselves, but also how we present ourselves to the world? How can we

show genuine compassion and reflect the endless mercy of God? How can

we ensure that we are a safe place for all?

Inclusivity

What can we do better as a circuit, than we can as individual church

communities? How can we support one another, and cooperate with one

another, to build a hopeful and healthy future?

Togetherness

How can each of our churches present a clear Methodist identity to the

world, true to the principles on which the church was originally formed: as a

radical movement for change in the world, focused on connection with God,

and existing for the local community and the world around us.

Identity

How can each of our churches help everyone to recognise that we are part of

a world church, and that the lives of the poor around this world matter?

On a World Map

At the heart of our circuit and life of individual churches needs to be an

absolute commitment to prayer, to listening to the guidance of God’s Spirit,

and listening to one another. How can we ensure that this happens?

Listening

And a few other thoughts:



Chatting about our thoughts

Please talk to one another about the things on this leaflet in any way you can. 

 

You are also invited to share in one of the following conversations on “Zoom”, on

Monday 20th July at 7pm or Wednesday 22nd July at 2pm. The details are below.

Circuit Converstations 1

An opportunity to share thougths on the issues in the leaflet: 

'Stay Alert: Moving Forward'

Monday 20th July 2020 at 7pm

Put 'Zoom' in your search engine.

When it opens press join a meeting.

Put in the meeting ID for that day's

meeting,  and then the password

when requested.

Follow instructions on the screen.

If you get really stuck, you can call

Matt Collins on 07737 922493 for

help.

Call one of the below numbers 

- try another if the first doesn’t work!

0203 901 7895

0131 460 1196

0203 051 2874

0203 481 5237 

0203 481 5240

When requested, enter the Meeting

ID for that day followed by #

When requested, enter the password

followed by #

To join from a phoneTo join the Zoom meeting online

Circuit Converstations 2

An opportunity to share thougths on the issues in the leaflet: 

'Stay Alert: Moving Forward'

Wednesday 22nd July 2020 at 2pm

Contact Matt Collins at salfordcircuitcomms@gmail.com 

for the Zoom Joining details

Contact Matt Collins at salfordcircuitcomms@gmail.com 

for the Zoom Joining details


